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The Faith Journey Forward

by Pastor Keh Yeong Tan

Among the twelve spies that Moses
sent to spy out the promised land, only Josh-
ua and Caleb had the faith to see the land as
a great gift from Yahweh for the Israelites.
The other ten spies were too afraid to move
in because they were intimidated by the chal-
lenges that they had witnessed (Num 13:28-
29, 32-33). Joshua and Caleb were devastat-
ed at their own peoples’ failure to trust the
Lord (Num 14:6)! Those who believed in
God were able to enter into His blessings,
which Joshua and Caleb did (Num 14:24,
30). But those who did not trust in God were
prevented by Him from entering into the
promised land. It was very sad to learn that
the whole generation of adults twenty years
old and older, who had previously crossed
the Red Sea and experienced God’s great
miracle, did not get to possess the land which
God had promised them. What was wrong
with this picture? What was the difference
between Joshua and Caleb and the other ten
people?

! 1. Past success does not guarantee
future success, but faith does! In Exodus 15,
we learned that God saved the Israelites from

~w Pharaoh and his army. “The people of Israel
E walked on dry ground through the sea (Exo
14:29a)”, but all of Pharaoh’s chariots and

e A » <
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horsemen were buried in sea. After the Red
Sea, Moses led the Israelites toward Sinai,
and then northward toward Kadesh. Sadly, at
Kadesh, the Israclites did not demonstrate
the faith they had gained at the Red Sea or by
the many miracles that Yahweh had showed
them along the way during the wilderness
journey. The nation refused to listen to the
advice of Joshua and Caleb and received the
negative report of the other ten leaders which
caused them to rebel against their leader,
Moses, and against God.

Every generation is directly accounta-
ble to God and has its own responsibility to
continue trusting God. For CBCCS, the past
twenty-five years serve as a reminder to the
present generation that God is faithful and
gracious to the church. However, the past
does not give us ‘credit’ for future success.
We must continue to seek and obey God’s
will, and serve Him faithfully.

2. Facts alone without Faith is futile.
The promised land was flowing with milk ;
and honey, and its fruit was big (Num 13:23,
27). It was also a fact that the people who -
dwelt in the land were big and strong, and
their cities were fortified and very large. Fur-
thermore, the twelve spies were very careful
to identify Israel’s enemies inhabiting every
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= ~ part of the land - the south 1and, the sea, th

~ hill country, and along the Jordan River val-
ley. Enemies were everywhere!

Without faith, ten of the twelve spies
were fearful and saw themselves like grass-
hoppers compared to the inhabitants of the
land. The present and future difficult cir-
cumstances will seem to be impossible when
we see them through human eyes and minds.
Unlike the faithless ten men, Joshua and
Caleb exhorted their countrymen to trust in
God’s power to bring them into the prom-
ised land. “If the Lord delights in us, he will
bring us into this land and give it to us, a
land that flows with milk and honey. ... and
the Lord is with us; do no fear them. (Num
14:8, 9¢)” A great lesson for all of God’s
people is that our future is in God’s hand,
and our hope rests on the truth that the Lord
is with us! If the Lord is with us, who can be
against us?

3. Faith without Diligent Work is
also futile. After all the congregation heard
the negative news from the ten faithless
men, they lost heart. Numbers 13:30 says,
“But Caleb quieted the people before Moses
and said, ‘Let us go up at once and occupy
it, for we are well able to overcome it.””
Caleb trusted God and was ready for action!
God had already told the Israelites that He
would give them the land that flowed with
milk and honey. Caleb wanted to serve God
' as He had commanded.

Page 4

Caleb!

In fact, Caleb was eager to serve the
Lord even at an advanced age of eighty-five
years old. He said to Joshua, “So now give
me this hill country of which the Lord spoke
on that day, for you heard on that day how
the Anakim were there, with great fortified
cities. It may be that the Lord will be with
me, and I shall drive them out just as the
Lord said”(Jos 14:12). Caleb wasn’t afraid
of the challenges and with God’s help he
would never stop serving Him!

The Lord never promised that every-
thing in the future would be smooth and
easy! But in the great commission, Jesus
promised his disciples that if they would do
everything he commanded, He would be
with them until the end of the age (Matthew
28:19-20). There are a lot of actions in these
two verses. A person of faith will produce
fruit by doing everything the Lord has com-
manded.

In summary, the Lord blessed all
who believed in Him. Numbers 14:30 says,
“not one shall come into the land where I
swore that [ would make you dwell, except
Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the
son of Nun.” The New Testament book of
Hebrews 11:6 affirms this truth, “And with-
out faith it is impossible to please him, for
whoever would draw near to God must be-
lieve that he exists and that he rewards those
who seek him.” My dear brothers and sisters
in Christ, as we journey forward together
and serve the Lord, I pray that your faith and
my faith would be like that of Joshua and
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[f you know the Lord
® E B

o EPEREYS, BBIMEL, FERAOEZE—8FN:
If you know the Lord, You need nobody else,
To see you through the darkest night.
You can walk alone, you only need the Lord
To keep you on the road marked right.
Take time to pray, every day;
And when you're heading home, He'll show you the way.
If you know the Lord, You need nobody else,
To see the Light, His wonderful Light.
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For I am convinced that neither death nor
life nor angels nor governments nor things
now here nor things to come nor powers

39 nor height nor depth nor any other crea-

tion will be able to separate us from God’s
love that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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Guidelines for articles
©The Light of Coral Springs is a place for our brothers and sisters to communicate through written words. We

therefore welcome your articles, including : devotion, sharing, testimony, daily thoughts, poems and so on. In
order to encourage a greater variety of contribution.

©The Light of Coral Springs will be published every quarter for 4 issues a year. Please submit your article at anytime.
©Please type your article on Microsoft Word and E-mail to brother Guanglong Zhu : guanglongzhu@yahoo.com
©The Publication Department reserves the rights to edit and publish articles.




